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Phonics Screening Check 



• The Phonics Screening Check is a statutory assessment which 

is usually taken by children in Year 1.

• As the June 2021 check was cancelled for Year 1, the children 

will be taking the check in the first term of Year 2.

• Our Year 2 children will be taking the check at the end of 

November.

• The pass threshold score is released after the check. Generally 

the pass mark has been 32 out of 40.

• If children do not reach the required pass mark this time, they 

will be able to retake the check at the end of the academic year 

at the same time as the current Year 1 cohort (June 2022).

What is the Phonics Screening Check?



• It will check that your child can use phonics as a method of 

reading by:

- sounding out and blending graphemes in order to read 

simple words.

- reading phonically decodable one-syllable and multi-

syllable words, e.g. cat, sand, windmill.

- reading a selection of nonsense words which are referred to 

as pseudo or ‘alien’ words.

What does the Phonics Screening Check 

measure?



Phase 3 Phonics

What is the phonics part of the check?



Phase 4 Phonics – consonant clusters



Phase 5 Phonics – alternate phonemes



• The Phonics Screening Check has a series of words for children 

to read.

• It has 4 words per page which are split into pages of real and 

pseudo words.

• The check is in 2 parts and has 40 words in total.

What does the Phonics Screening Check 

look like?



Real words are identifiable 

in the check as they don’t 

have a picture next to them.

Children are still 

encouraged to sound out 

and blend these words.

No alternative 

pronunciations are allowed 

for real words.

Real words in the check



In school we call these 'alien 

words' and they are 

identifiable to the children as 

they have an alien next to 

them.

Such words are included in 

the assessment because 

words such as ‘brend’ are new 

to all children and they must 

use their decoding skills to 

read them.

Alternative pronunciations are 

allowed in pseudo-words, e.g. 

‘ea’ could be the sound in 

bean or the sound in head.

Pseudo words in the check



• Encourage your child to ‘sound out’ when reading or writing. 

• When looking at a word, encourage children to spot sounds 

they recognise before they sound it out e.g. the split digraph 

a-e.

• Say sounds correctly and ensure they are blending the 

sounds (reading from left to right).

• Remind your child to blend the word together after they have 

sounded it out, sometimes children can forget to do this!

• For the screening check, those pseudo words may look like 

real words, so ensure that when children are reading these 

words they sound them out first e.g. brend (looks very much 

like bend).

How can I help my child with phonics?



Further phonics and reading resources

Phonics and reading apps

Oxford Owl

Free websites with lots of 

games for practising through 

the phonics phases. ICT games – interactive activities to 

practise word and sentence reading.



KS1 SATs



SATs are Standard Assessment Tests which are statutory in 

Years 2 and 6.  

They are used to show if a child has attained the expected 

age related expectations.

In May 2022, children in Year 2 will sit their SATs papers. 

What are SATs? When do they happen?



During May 2022, children will take SATs in:

• Reading

• Maths

At this time their work will also be assessed in:

• Writing

• Science

What will my child be expected to do?



The reading test for Year 2 pupils consists of 2 papers:

Paper 1 consists of a selection of texts with questions 

alongside. The test takes approximately 30 minutes.

Paper 2 contains a reading booklet with a selection of 

passages. Children write their answers in a separate booklet. 

This test takes around 40 minutes and contains more 

challenging texts.

Each paper is worth 50 % and should take around 30 

minutes.

Children do both papers.

The texts in the reading papers will cover a range of fiction, 

non-fiction and poetry.

Reading SATs



• Multiple choice.

• Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to 

show in which order they happened in the story’.

• Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that 

shows what the weather was like in the story’.

• Short answer, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’

• Open-ended answer, e.g. ‘Why did Lucy write the 

letter to her grandmother? Give two reasons’.

Types of reading questions



An example text



A multiple choice question 



An example text



An example vocabulary question



2 papers.

Paper 1 - Arithmetic:

Worth 25 marks and taking around 20 minutes.  

The arithmetic paper assesses pupils’ confidence and 

mathematical fluency with whole numbers, place value 

and counting. 

Maths SATs



Example questions:



Paper 2 - Reasoning:

Worth 35 marks and taking approximately 35 minutes.  

The reasoning paper assesses mathematical fluency, problem-solving 

and reasoning skills. 

The paper includes a practice question and 5 aural questions.  

There will then be a variety of question types: 

• multiple choice, 

• matching, 

• true/false, 

• constrained (e.g. completing a chart or table; drawing a shape)

• less constrained (e.g. where children have to show or explain their 

method). 

Maths SATs





• Tests are marked by teachers within school.  

• Pupils achieve a ‘raw’ score which is their total 

number of marks in a test. This score is then 

converted into a scaled score, as the difficulty level 

changes each year.

• 3 standards within the interim framework

- working towards the expected standard

- working at the expected standard (scaled score of 

100)

- working at greater depth

How will the children be assessed?



• There is no English writing ‘test’.  This will be assessed 

by your child's teacher based on their work against 

assessment standards. 

• Science will be assessed as either ‘working at the 

expected standard’ or ‘has not met the expected 

standard’.

Science and writing assessments



• Chat with them about what they have been learning, see if they 

can explain it to you.

• Complete weekly homework tasks.

• Maths websites: nrich.maths.org, transum.org, ictgames.com, 

Topmarks

• Apps for Maths and English: Squeebles, Reading Eggs, Doodle 

Maths, Pieces, Numberline, Teach your monster to read

• Published materials are available from bookstores e.g. WHSmith, 

Waterstones, Amazon. 

• Last years papers will be available but please do not complete 

these with your child as we will be using them in school.

How can I support my child at home with 

SATs?




